MINM Eatal 2007-01.

‘Other Aceident
Januany: 2, 2007 (liexas)
Alumina Operation
IRstrument: Tlechnician
37 years old

252 \/ears experience



Overview

Fhervictim was fatally injurediwnen: e
GPEREd a valvelin the piping system ofi a
Vaculum meniterng line and hydreogen
filerde discharged ente IS face. He was
e Wearnng a respirater or fiace shieldhwhen
e openedl the valve in: preparation; o
URplugaing the: stem.






Root Cause

Managemeni standareds, Controls; and
policiesiwere inadequate. They failed te
feguire that the appropriate: special
pretective equipment e used By lE
technicians assigned ter remove blockage
WIthIRE mMonitering line: stems.



Best Practices

Review maintenance and InSpection practices to ensure all
possible hazards have been identified and appropriate
contrels are in place te protect mIiners.

Tirain miners In safe work precedures and hazard
recognition, specifically when performing maintenance on
pipelines.

Require appropriate respiratory protection, special
protective clothing, and face shields where hazards from
gases, fiumes, chemicals;, or mechanical irrtants may: exist.

Stop, Leek, Analyze, andManage, SLAM each task te
identufy allfpoetential hazards Ensure that allfhazards are
eliminated so the task can be safely performed.
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